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THE MARK NEWS WELCOMES A BATCH OF NEW AND NOTABLE 
CANADIAN CONTRIBUTORS 

 
Heather Munroe-Blum, Laura Calder, Mario Silva, Sheridan Scott, Robin Sears 

and Keith Martin join roster of contributors to The Mark, Canada’s online forum 
for news analysis and opinion.  

 
Toronto, ON-- The Mark News, Canada's daily online forum for news, commentary and debate, is 
pleased to welcome a new group of talented Canadians as contributors.  
 

 “We're delighted to welcome these outstanding Canadians to The Mark,” says Jeff Anders, CEO of 
The Mark News.” A university president, members of Parliament, a former commissioner of the 

competition bureau, a top political advisor, and a French chef with a graduate degree from LSE – 
these are the kinds of people we want to add to the discussion at The Mark” 

 
The Mark recruits contributors using two criteria: professional credibility and a connection to Canada. 
The Mark does select contributors based on how they vote, where they live, or what language they 
prefer, and certainly doesn't dictate what they write. The result is a community of thinkers and doers 
that reflects all points of view on politics, business, science and technology, and the arts. Though The 
Mark encourages contributors to express their bias, The Mark is not anchored to any one ideology 
itself, following the motto“You think, we curate.” 
 
HEATHER MUNROE-BLUM  
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, McGill University.  
Dr. Munroe-Blum (O.C. Ph.D. FRSC) became the 16th Principal, Vice-Chancellor and Senior Officer 
of McGill University in 2003. An accomplished scholar in the fields of epidemiology and public policy 
and a distinguished administrator, she is a member of McGill’s Faculty of Medicine and a Professor in 
the Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health. She has dedicated her career 
to the advancement of higher education, science and innovation, in Canada and internationally, 
advising governments and other organizations on the role that universities, research, and highly 
qualified talent play in advancing international competitiveness and enriching societies.   
 
LAURA CALDER  
Author; host of French Food at Home, which airs on Food Network television.  
Ms. Calder is the host of the Food Network television series French Food at Home, and author of the 
cookbooks French Taste: elegant everyday eating (HarperCollins, Canada, 2009) and French Food at 
Home (HarperCollins, New York, 2003). Her food writing has appeared in publications including 
Vogue Entertaining and Travel, The Times of London, The Wine Journal, Salon.com, Flare, and 
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Gastronomica. She holds a MSc from The London School of Economics in the UK, a BA in western 
culture and civilization from Concordia University’s Liberal Arts College, and a BA (hons) in 
Linguistics from Glendon College, York University. After a decade in France, she recently moved to 
Toronto – where she’s throwing a lot of dinner parties… 
 
MARIO SILVA  
Member of Parliament, Davenport, ON, Liberal Party of Canada 
Mr. Silva serves the constituents of the Toronto riding of Davenport as their Member of Parliament. He 
was first elected federally in 2004 and re-elected twice since then in 2006 and 2008. Prior to his 
election to the House of Commons, he served as a member of Toronto City Council for nine years and 
was twice re-elected. He is a graduate of Oxford University, UK (Master's in international human rights 
law), the University of Sorbonne in Paris, France (receiving the “Certificat de Langue Francaise”), and 
the University of Toronto (Bachelor's in both political science and international relations).  
 
SHERIDAN SCOTT  
Partner in Bennett Jones LLP; former Commissioner of the Competition Bureau.  
Ms. Scott assists clients in competition matters within Canada and with competition-related public 
policy initiatives. She also advises clients on communications law matters. She was Canada's 
Commissioner of Competition from 2004-2009. As the head of the Competition Bureau, she 
administered and enforced the Competition Act. In addition, she led the Bureau's participation at the 
International Competition Network and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, 
among others. She was elected chair of the ICN Steering Group, assuming leadership in early 2007. In 
2008, she received a special recognition award from the Canadian New Media Awards for her 
contributions to the new media industry. In 2005, she was named one of Canada’s 100 Most Powerful 
Women by the Women’s Executive Network and was honored with the Distinguished Alumni Award 
from the University of Victoria. Within the community, she is involved in a number of organizations, 
such as: Opera Lyra Ottawa, the Leadership Giving Committee of the United Way, and Canadian 
Women in Communications. 
 
ROBIN SEARS  
Senior Partner with Navigator Limited.  
Mr. Sears is a senior communications and public affairs advisor with experience on three continents. 
He has led client teams in healthcare, financial services, media, and in international democratic 
development. As National Director of the New Democratic Party, Sears built their policy making 
infrastructure, first issues publication, and first national direct mail fundraising. As National Campaign 
Director, he managed their three most successful national elections. As the Deputy Secretary General 
of the world's largest organization of political parties, under German Chancellor Willy Brandt, he was 
responsible for communications, finance, Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean. He worked with leaders in 
the Middle East, Central America, and Southern Africa. For a global executive search firm, he 
managed regional and global practices in Tokyo, Hong Kong, and Toronto – he was the first Asia 
President of the pioneering digital search firm, Futurestep, for two of those years. He is a senior writer 
for Policy Options magazine, Canada's leading policy magazine, and a regular guest on CBC 
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Newsworld's Politics. 
 
KEITH MARTIN  
Member of Parliament, Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca, B.C., Liberal Party of Canada; MD.  
Dr. Martin is the Liberal Member of Parliament for the riding of Esquimalt–Juan de Fuca, where he has 
represented his constituents on picturesque Vancouver Island since 1993. He currently serves as the 
Critic for Amateur Sport, Health Promotion, and the Vancouver Olympics. During the last session of 
Parliament, Dr. Martin served as the Critic for the Canadian International Development Agency. Born 
in London, England, he grew up in Toronto and graduated from the University of Toronto. An 
Emergency Room Physician/General Practitioner by training, he has had a varied career. He has 
worked as a physician in northern B.C., provided care to remote Aboriginal villages, and did two tours 
of duty at a rural bush hospital on the Mozambique border during that country’s civil war.  
 

ABOUT THE MARK  
The Mark is Canada's daily online forum for news commentary and debate. It is founded on the idea that 
thousands of credible Canadians, here and abroad, have important things to say but cannot reach a national 
audience. For these Canadians, The Mark is their platform. The Mark is unique in that its content is written by a 
hand-picked community of experts and not by journalists or professional writers. It publishes high-quality 
original written, audio and video content for distribution through the web, print, radio, television and live events.  
 
For More Information, Please Contact:  
Maria Cortellucci 
Marketing Director 
mariac@themarknews.com 


